
Municipal Matters April 2026  

 

Assessing Office Update- Chief Assessor, Kristen McAllister 

Are You Paying More Than Your Fair Share of Property Taxes? 

If you’ve ever wondered whether your property taxes are fair, you’re not alone. 

New London, Newbury, and Sunapee are unique in New Hampshire—they share a joint assessing 
cooperative that oversees more than 8,000 properties valued at over $6 billion. This system was created 
over 20 years ago to ensure consistency and fairness after repeated challenges with outside assessing 
companies.  

When Is the Next Revaluation? 

New London’s last revaluation was in 2023, and state law requires one at least every five years—
meaning 2028 at the latest. 

But revaluations can happen sooner if needed to keep things fair. 

Why Fairness Matters 

Not all properties increase in value at the same rate. When some are assessed at a lower percentage of 
market value than others, it creates an imbalance. 

For example: 

• One group assessed at 65%  

• Another at 85%  

That means some taxpayers are paying less than their fair share—while others pay more. 

What We’re Seeing Now 

New London’s 2025 median assessment ratio is 81.1%, which is reasonable overall. However, early data 
suggests some lakefront and water-access properties—especially around Pleasant Lake and Lake 
Sunapee—may be assessed below that average. 

It’s not enough to act on yet, but it’s being closely monitored. 

Why This Matters to You 

At the end of the day, this directly affects your tax bill. 

Fair and balanced assessments help ensure that everyone pays their fair share—no more, no less. 

 

  

 


